Ministry of Health Tobacco Health Target Update - Primary Care 

Kia ora/Greetings to everyone 
Welcome to the first e-update on Smoking Cessation in Primary Care. 

Monitoring performance towards the Primary Care Tobacco Health Target begins officially from 1 July 2011. 

These fortnightly updates are designed to provide various resources, tips, case studies and other tools to help implement the ABC approach. 

They are intended for anyone with responsibility for achieving the Better Help for Smokers to Quit Health Target in Primary Care: ensuring that "90% of enrolled patients who smoke and are seen in General Practice, will be provided with advice and help to quit by July 2012"

If there are particular areas that would be helpful for us to cover, let us know.  

Resource Spotlight:  Health Innovation and Improvement Resource Centre (www.hiirc.org.nz)

The HIIRC website is the largest source of online NZ health knowledge and resources. It offers: 

· an extensive library of literature 

· directories of individuals and organisations 

· access to improvement projects, tools and initiatives 

· updates on latest news, events, innovations and case studies

Anyone can view the site. If you want to add content as well, all you need to do is visit the site and click the “sign up” link in the top right hand corner. It will simply ask you to nominate a password and username and you are all set. 

We will be updating the site with more specific Primary Care information and resources over the coming weeks and will let you know as these are added. 
Two great places to start are the literature and http://www.hiirc.org.nz/section/10541/help-for-smokers-to-quit/?section=10541&tab=828 resource areas in the better help for smokers to quit section.


If you have any difficulties signing up, just let us know. 


Sharing your stories and successes 
 We’d love to hear about any initiatives you have in place towards achieving the target and providing better help for smokers to quit – there may be things others can learn from your experience. 

Let us know if you have a situation or experience you are happy to share. 

In the meantime, it is only a fortnight until 1 July. 

We look forward to working closely with you to support the process – and let’s keep in mind that, at the end of the day, all of this is really about ensuring real outcomes for patients. 
Let's do everything we can to help address New Zealand’s single biggest preventable cause of death and disease. 


Please forward to anyone else in your organisation who should receive this. 
Monique Leerschool
Senior Advisor, Sector Capability and Implementation, Ministry of Health
DDI: 04 496 2085
Monique_Leerschool@moh.govt.nz
